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Field’s Seed Sense for August 



Picture sent by S. E. Kyle, 
Pleasant Plains, Iowa, 



Frances Graham and Hazel 
Farmer, her chum, both 6 years 
old. Photo sent by W. Graham, 
Clarence, Mo. 



Lincoln, Nebr. 




Little sons of Arthur Burge, O’Neill, Neb., and 
their pet donkey. 

Now Is the Time to Sow Alfalfa 



There is a great deal of dispute as to when 
is the best time to sow alfalfa, but I believe 
the majority of the farmers, especially here 
in the central west, have the best success 
sowing it in August. 

If the ground is in the right condition, the 
seed will start very quickly, and you will 
not be bothered with weeds as you would in 
the spring. It is not likely that you will 
get enough top growth to cut for hay yet 
this fall, but it will be in fine shape to make 
a big crop next year. 



Any time during August or the first part 
of September is all right to sow the seed, 
just whenever your land is in the right 
shape. WorK it till it is fine and mellow on 
top, and free from trash, and weeds. It does 
not like freshly plowed land. It should 
have a chance to settle first. Generally it 
should not be sown till two or three weeks 
after the grounu is plowed, and longer is bet- 
ter. 

As to seed my advice would be to use any- 
where from 15 to 20 lbs. per acre. If the 
seed is good and is put in the ground and 
covered up so it has a chance to grow, that 
amount is plenty, or more than plenty. 

Of course you want the best seed you can 
get and that is the kind we have. All our 
seed is guaranteed satisfactory or no pay. 
It is sold subject to your own test and ap- 
proval and subject to the test and approval 
of any State College or Experiment Station. 
I will be glad to send you sample for exam- 
ination. See the last page of this issue for 
prices. 

55 Out of 50 Plants Grew 

“Friend Henry: I read a letter in ‘Seed 

Sense’ from a customer in which he said 
that he had ordered fifty strawberry 
plants and that forty five grew. I have 
that fellow skinned a city block. I ord- 
ered and received fifty plants and fifty 
five grew. How is that, please? They are 
doing fine. 

Hoping that this will find you all well, 
we are, Very respectfully yours,” 

— Chester Stock and family, Wauneta, 
Nebr. Rt. 2. 
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What the Customers Say 



Success In Idaho 

“Dear Sir: Before coming out here I 

went to your seed house and secured ten 
pounds of Alfalfa §eed to give a trial here. 
I felt confident I^iad learned to tell what 
was good seed of any kind. However, I 
did not rely solely on my own judgment 
but to be sure I was right in my selection 
sent a sample of the Alfalfa seed away to 
be tested for purity and germination. The 
test proved the seed to be 100 per cent 
pure and the germination 99 per cent. 

I sent to the State experiment station 
and secured bacteria culture to inoculate 
the seed. After inoculating the seed I 
planted it in a well prepared seed bed and 
from the stand I got it hardly seems pos- 
sible that even 1 per cent of the seed fail- 
ed to grow. The plants had developed 
such a root system by fall that I could not 
pull some of them out of the ground. 

I thought you might like to know this 
and am writing so you can “holler’ loud- 
er than ever about your Alfalfa seed if 
you want to. You certainly handle some 
fine seed.” 

— P. C. Carpenter, Chatecoiet, Idaho. 

Better Than Colorado Seed 

“Dear Sir: I received a free sample of 

your alfalfa seed planted it in the garden 
as you said. It was a delight to see it 
grow. The neighbors also came to see it. 

I sowed some that I threshed here in Colo- 
rado, and it came no where near yours. 

I have lived near Shenandoah, Iowa, and 
feel interested in your work, Yours 
truly,” — E. B. Mockmore, Gardner, Colo. 

It Shows the Difference 

“Friend Field: I am the fellow that 

wrote you two years ago about that field 
of Alfalfa that was sown from two kinds 
of seed, one from you and one from an- 
other fellow. 

The part sown with your seed is still 
doing fine and the other is a failure and I 
am going to plow it up. Have to answer 
lots of questions as to what caused the 
difference. Most everyone thinks I have 
treated the land on the side where your 
seed was* sown.” 

—Henry Riley, Lewiston, 111. 

Grew Like Th^y Were Paid For It 



“After this we expect to send to Field 
for all our seeds. Those we received from 
you all grew like they had been paid to do 
it, while those we bought here laid down 
on the job mostly. The season here is 
very late, in fact the weather right now is 
April instead of June so the few seeds we 
are sending for in this order will get 
planted early after all. Yours truly,” 

— A. E. Wimmer, Woodstock, Illinois. 



Eight Years In Michigan 

“Dear Sir: Eight years ago I ordered 

a small amount of alfalfa seed of you, 
and at that time there was no alfalfa 
grown in this neighborhood and people 
thought it was only possible to grow al- 
falfa at the college or with a college force 
back of it. 

In the period of time mentioned, I have 
noticed a good many fields of alialfa in 
this vicinity, that were planted, I am sure 
on the strength of the success I had with 
mine. But I have yet to see the variety 
that has made the growth that the patch 
I planted from the seed I got from you that 
time. 

The most seed that we see or are able 
to buy is small very fine seed, uut as I re- 
member the seed I got from you, it was 
coarse, quite large seed. I want to sow 
about six acres this spring and want more 
of your seed. Yours very truly,” 

— R. G. Riemenschneider, Grass Lake. 
Michigan. 

He Didn’t Buy From Us 

“Friend Henry: The seeds arrived all 

O. K. Ditto alfalfa anu Iron Age No. 6 all 
in good condition and I can’t hardly, wait 
for the ground to be ready. I am that 
anxious to see how the drill will work. 

Mr. Field, I just read in Seed Sense 
about an analysis of a sample of seed sent 
you, so I will tell of my experience with 
another firm. 

Two yaars ago I purchaseu 45 lbs. of 
alfalfa s r ea at 27c per lb. what they claim- 
ed to be c,o<_ .4 seed. I don’t know which 
there was the most of, alfalfa or dodder. 
It sure was a crime to sell such' trash as 
that under the name of alfalfa. L-lieve 
me, it is the last stuff they sell me; I also 
bought some so-called clean Neoraska seed 
oats. Honestly it was one-fourth Russian , 
thistle and dirt; but it was the best I 
could do, so had to duv it, but never 
again.” Yours respectfully,” 

— O. E. Nelson, Wind River, Wyo. 

99 Seed Grew From 101 

“I got one large packet of Redhead to- 
mato seed and I counted them to see how 
many there was and there were 101. I 
sowed them and they came up. I counted 
them that came up and there were 99. 

— C. K. Rudolph, Poplar Bluff, Mo. 

A Perfect Stand of Corn 

“Dear Sirs: I purchased 3 and y 2 

bushels of Iowa Corn Planter white corn 
of you and planted it on 22 acres of clov- 
er sod and plowed last fall. I have a per- 
fect stand of corn and field looks beauti- 
ful. Yours truly,” 

— E. C. Coombs, Carthage, 111. 
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A Fine Field of Alfalfa from Our Seed. 

Plant Alfalfa Now 

This is the time of year to put in Alfalfa. 
You never will get a better time. Of course, 
in some places the weather is pretty dry now 
hut I am hoping we will have rain before 
long, and besides in a pinch you can sow al- 
falfa seed on dry ground and wait for a rain 
to bring it up. I did that last year and got 
a splendid stand. I had the ground all pre- 
pared the first part of August, but was wait- 
ing for a rain. I got tired of waiting and 
along about the 20th of August I sowed the 
seed anyway. We didn’t get rain until about 
the 10th of September, but the alfalfa came 
up in great shape and thicker than hair and 
I have a splendid stand of it now. 

If you have the ground all ready and in 
nice shape, I would go ahead and sow the 
seed anyway, whether it rains or not. We 
will surely get rain sometime in the fall to 
bring it up. 

Wherever you buy, be sure you get good 
new crop, bright-colored native seed. There 
is a world of low grade seed being offered. 
Some of it is native seed all right, but is or 
poor color and doubtful germination. Also 
there is lots of it that contains a large per- 
centage of Russian Thistle and other weeds. 
Such seed as that is dear at any price. 

There is also lots of imported seed being 
offered, but you can generally catch that by 
the different foreign weeu seeds it contains. 
Wherever you buy your seed, insist on buy- 
ing it subject to U. S. or State Experiment 
Station test. Any reputable seedsman will 
sell it to you on that understanding. Send 
sample of the seed you get to the U. S. De- 
partment of agriculture, Washington, D. C., 
or to your State Experiment Station, ana ask 
them to report to you as to the weeds it con- 
tains, the probable place of growth, and the 
percentage of germination. If the seed does 
not show up well in this test, return it to 
the man you bought it from and demand your 
money back. 

We sell all our alfalfa seed with +he under- 



standing that you can submit it to the U. S. 
Department or to any State Experiment Sta- 
tion and if they do not give it an absolute O. 
K. you may have your money back. We 
guarantee it to be native grown seed, of 
high germintion and better than 99 per cent 
purity. 

What to do with the Sudan Grass 

I am getting lots of letters from customers 
about the Sudan grass. It is doing fine and 
they are all greatly excited about it. I don’t 
blame them either, for its the prettiest crop 
growing 1 ever, saw, and h going to be the 
greatest money maker of all farm crops. 
That may sound strong, but wait and see. 

Just now what is worrying some of them, 
is when to cut it for hay. My advice would 
be to cut it as soon as the heads begin to 
weather out. It is matured enough to maKe 
good hay then, and t j.i enough so you can 
handle it with a corn binder and short 
enough so you can hanule it with a mower 
>r a binder or a scythe. It will cure easily, 
easier than any othr fodder. 

It really does not matter though just when 
it is cut, a it does not take harm by getting 
old. The stems may get a little tough, but 
the leaves stay green and tender all summer, 
and there are new tender shoots coming up 
all the time, whether it is cut off or not. 
Last summer we left ours stand for seed and 
tud not cut it at all until late in the fall, 
and although the seed was ripe, the fodder 
was green and nice and the stock ate every 
bit of it. 

If you want a seed crop, you can do as 
we did, let it stand till danger of hard frost 
and cut it then and save seed and fodder 
both. Or if your season is fairly long and 
you got an early start, you can cut it for 
seed about a month after it first heads out, 
and then get a hay crop after that. Or you 
can cut a hay crop when it first heads, and 
get a seed crop after that. 

No one knows just what is the best way 
to handle it, and the best plan is to do some 
experimenting this year so you will know 
better what to do next year. 

It will pay to save seed, but you must not 
figure on getting big prices of last spring. 
It makes an enormous yield of seed, and 
there will be oceans of seed saved. There 
will be big demand for it, but the prices will 
drop amazingly. I look for the seed to sell 
next spring at anywhere from 5c to 10c a 
pound. 

Fall Bulb Price List Next Month 

If the war situation does not wipe out the 
prospect on bulbs entirely we will publish 
our regular fall price list in the September 
issue of Seed Sense. Meanwhile, the price 
list in the regular big 1917 catalog, which 
you already have, will hold good so you can 
order at any time at the prices given there. 
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Field’s Seed Sense 

FOR THE MAN BEHIND THE HOE. 



Published Monthly by the 
HENRY FIELD SEED COMPANY 
Field Building. Shenandoah, Iowa 
And Printed in Their Own Private Printshop. 



Henry Field, Editor. E. F. Vincent, Mng. Editor. 



SUBSCRIPTION PRICE 25c per year or 5 years 
for $1 00. 



Get Busy 

You fellows who have been waiting for 
the right time to come to sow Alfalfa seed 
might just as well get busy. The time is 
here right now. Probably the best time you 
could possibly sow Alfalfa would be within 
the next six weeks now or from the middle 
oi July to the first of September. 

That is on the* supposition that you have 
the ground all ready and in good shape. If 
your ground is weedy or has a crop of late 
Oats on it or something like that, it is going 
to be a pretty hard matter to get it ready in 
time for Alfalfa, for the ground absolutely 
must be in good condition. You can’t get 
around that. If the ground is lumpy and 
weedy and hard, you might just as well burn 
up your Alfalfa seed and save the work of 
sowing it. 

If you have some stubble ground, which is 
in good condition, and if you will jump in 
and disk it and plow it, and then disk and 
harrow it fix or six times more and then let 
it settle for three or four weeks, and then 
disk and harrow it some more, you probably 
can get it in good shape in time to sow Al- 
falfa yet this summer. 

Remember, you can’t sow Alfalfa late in 
the fall like you can Clover or Timothy. It 
is tender to frost when it is little. It must 
be sown early enough, so fit can get at least 
six inches high before hard freezing. That 
means in this latitude it must be sown not 
later than the first part of September, and 
usually not later than the first of September. 
Of course, the further South you get, the lat- 
er you can sow it. 

The best Alfalfa seed for you to use is the 
Nebraska or Kansas grown, non-irrigated 
seed . This is the purple blossom variety. 
We have Government test on this of 99.6 per 
cent purity. We also have similar reports 
from the state stations. We guarantee this 
seed to be of a good, hardy variety, free from 
dodder, and we guarantee it to pass any state 
or national test. 

You should use about twenty pounds per 
acre. Some get along well with as little as 
twelve, but twenty is the best. The seed will 
cost you at present 20c per lb. net f. o. b. 
here. Smaii amounts by express or mail at 
25c to 30c per lb., according to quantity and 
distance. 



I hope you will decide to plant heavily of 
this seed, for I believe it is the best crop a 
farmer could grow. If you can grow Red 
Clover, you can grow Alfalfa, and it will 
grow some places that Clover will not. This 
price is for prompt acceptance, and subject 
to being unsold on receipt of order. We have 
a big supply, but orders are coming in rap- 
idly, and we cannot promise that the supply 
will last indefinitely. 

About Fall Setting of Strawberry Plants 



Always during the summer and fall we get 
lots of letters and orders from people who 
want to set out strawberries in August or 
September. 

I am sorry to say A can’t be done, or at 
least not under ordinary conditions. If you 
have your own plants and can take them up 
with a spade full of dirt so as not to disturb 
the roots, you may have fair success, but to 
dig and ship plants in the ordinary way 
would be plain murder. In the south, where 
the winters are very mild, you can plant in 
November all right, but not in the north. 

There is really just one month in the year 
to set strawberry plants, and that is April, 
or in a late season the first part of May. 
You should have set them then. If you did 
not, you should get the ground ready now 
and plant next spring, or if in the south, late 
this fall. 

There is only one possible chance of suc- 
cess with August or September planting, and 
that is by using potted plants. These are 
young plants grown in flower pots in the dirt 
beside the mother plant and the new runner 
started in it. The roots grow in a ball in 
the flower pot, and by tipping them out care- 
fully and shipping dirt and all, they will 
transplant and live easily. 

They are lots of bother to start, hard to 
pack, and take lots of postage, so the lowest 
price we can make on them is 10c each, $1.00 
per dozen, or $7.0o- per 100 from here. 
This is for the Progressive Everbearing. We 
will not bother 'with potting any other varie- 
ty. 

All orders which come in at this time of 
the year for ordinary plants at spring prices 
will be canceued, back ordered for October 
or next spring shipment, or filled as far as 
the money goes with potted plants at above 
prices, whichever you may prefer. 

We absolutely will not ship ordinary 
plants during the summer or fall, except to 
the south in October or November. It would 
be a waste of your time ana money and ours 
both. 

Fine Berries 

“Dear Sir: On April 17th I set out the 

150 Everbearing strawberry plants you 
sent me and every one lived and on the 
4th day of June I have ripe berries and 
nearly every plant is loaded with fruit. 
Can anyone do better?” 

— H. S. Ames, Knoxville, Iowa. 
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up in the winter, the inoculated strips of Al- 
falfa were about ten inches, high and the 
others were about eight inches. The differ- 
ence was still noticeable, but not so much as 
it had been earlier in the fall. The next 
spring both pieces came out of the winter in 
good shape with very little, if any, winter- 
killing, and both started to growing at about 
the same time. At the time that we made 
the first cutting of hay, which was early in 
June, there was no difference at all between 
the two strips, and even the closest observa- 
tion could not enable one to tell where the 
division lines between the strips were, and 
from that time on there was no difference 
between the soil inoculated and the soil not 
inoculated. You can draw your own conclu- 
sions, but it would be a pretty hard matter 
to tell whether the inoculation spread from 
the strips which had been covered with the 
old Alfalfa dirt, to the other parts of the 
field, or whether the others just naturally 
caught up. It would take a smarter man 
than I am to tell, and even then, it would be 
about half guess work. 

ft. In Just Exactly What Way Does the 
Alfalfa Enrich the Soil? 

A, That is a question that comes up ev- 
ery once in a while, and is easily explained 
when you understand the principle of it. 
To begin with, the Alfalfa belongs to the 
leguminous family, every member of which 
has the same power which Alfalfa has of en- 
riching the soil for other plants and you are 
probably already growing as high as half 
a dozen members of the leguminous family on 
your farm every year. 

The most well known members of this fam- 
ily are Alfalfa, Red Clover, White Clover, 
Sweet Clover, Soy Beans, Cow Peas, Bush 
Beans, Pole Beans, Lima Beans, Crimson 
Clover, Mammoth Clover, Japanese Clover, 
and many others. You probably know al- 
ready that one of the elements of the soil, 
which growing plants of all kinds grow on 
most, is Nitrogen. Most commercial fertil- 
izers add Nitrogen into the soil in some form 
or another, usually in the form of a soluble 
Nitrate of Soda. This Legume family has 
the power oi taking free Nitrogen from the 
air and fixing it in a soluble form which the 
plants can use. Nitrogen in the form of a 
gas makes up about three-fourths in volume 
of our atmosphere, but the plants can't use 
it in the form of a gas, so it has to be put in 
a form that can be dissolved in water before 
the plants can use it. If you will dig up a 
Clover plant or Alfalfa plant, you will notice 
little lumps or bumps all over the roots, 
which vary in size from the size of a bird 
shot to the size of a buck shot, and at first 
glance you will think that the roots are dis- 
eased. Every one of these little nodules as 
they are called, is the home of several hund- 
red thousand bacteria, which are known as 
Nitrogen forming bacteria. These germs or 
bacterita take free Nitrogen from the air, 
which is circulating through the soil, and 
store it up in these nodules in the form of a 
soluble Nitrate, which is readily taken up 
and used by the Alfalfa plant as it needs it. 



Of course, these nodules contain much more 
Nitrogen than the Alfalfa plant can possibly 
use, and so the rest is stored up in these little 
bumps on the roots, and when you plow up 
an Alfalfa field, these nodules are left in the 
ground and rot and the Nitrogen goes into 
solution in the soil moisture, ready to be us- 
ed by the next crop that you plant. You 
have probaoiy noticed that a corn crop plant- 
ed on an Alfalfa field will yield about twice 
what it would before the Alfalfa was plant- 
ed there. 

It is not necessary to plow the tops under 
on any member of the legume family, such 
as Clover, or Alfalfa in order to enrich the 
soil. However, on Cow Peas and Soy Beans, 
The tops are often plowed under in order to 
add humus to the soil. This is especially 
true in tight clay soils, which are light col- 
ored or reddish yellow, and in these soils it 
is necessary to add humus to the soil, in 
some form or another, in order to make it 
black and the easiest way is to plant Cow 
Peas or Soy Beans and plow them under. The 
blacker the soil is, the more humus it has, 
and the bigger crop it will raise, provided of 
course, it has the other elements which are 
needed to go along with the humus. 

ft. How is the Best Way to Tell Grimm 
Alfalfa from Ordinary Alfalfa, Either by the 
Seed or by the Plant? 

A. There is absolutely no difference 
whatever in the appearance of the seed of 
the Grimm Alfalfa and the common Alfalfa, 
and there is very little difference, if any, in 
the tops and very little difference in flow- 
ers. The only way that you can tell the dif- 
ference is by digging up the plants and ex- 
amining the root system. The ordinary or 
common Alfalfa has one straight tap root, 
which goes deep down into the ground, with 
no branches whatever except for the little 
feeders which branch out from the side, and 
if the Grimm Alfalfa is given plenty of room 
to develop, usually has a branching or fib- 
rous root system in place of the one straight 
tap root. This is not always present how- 
ever, and especially so if the seed is planted 
thick so that the plants are crowded. The 
Grimm Alfalfa plant does not develop its 
branching root system unless it has plenty 
of room to develop. 

The principal advantage of this branch- 
ing root system is that it anchors the plant 
firmly in the ground, and prevents all heav- 
ing in freezing and thawing weather, which 
is the main reason for winter-killing. You 
know the common Alfalfa is killed entirely 
by heaving, because it breaks off the top 
roots and draws the plant out of the ground, 
while with the Grimm Alfalfa, even if two 
or three tap roots are broken, there are al- 
ways four or five more which anchor the 
plant in the ground and give it plenty of 
food. 

Mpst people make the mistake of plant- 
ing Grimm Alfalfa too thick, because if it is 
planted as thick as the ordinary kinds, the 
plants will be so crowded that they cannot 
develop this branching root system and will 
send down the same single tap roots, and 
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taken, the seed would be easily found, but if 
any seed of Russian Knap weed occurs, the 
Alfalfa seed is wholly or partly. Turkestan 
seed and should be left alone. Farmers bul- 
letin No. 157, published by the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, Washington, D. C., is 
devoted to a full description of the differ- 
ent kinds of Alfalfa seed, and is free to any 
one writing for it. 

ft. How is Lime to be Applied to Soil 
That is Slightly Acid? 

A. Ground Limestone can be obtained 
cheaply as it is the waste from the quarry 
finely ground. The quality all depends on 
its fineness and the amount of calcium and 
magnesium it contains. Ground Limestone, 
which is about 50 per cent fine powder and 
has a Lime content of from 80 to 90 per 
cent is a good material to use. It can be 
obtained at from 60c to $1.25 per ton, in 
car load lots. If the soil to be limed is quite 
acid, it will be necessary to use three or 
four tons per acre. If only slightly acid, 
only two tons to the acre is sufficient. On 
fail plowing, apply the Lime late in the fall 
or winter. On spring plowing, apply after 
the ground is worked and disked and harrow 
it into the soil to cover it. Lime should us- 
ually be applied before seeding, although it 
^ may be sown on the Alfalfa after the hay 
crop has been removed. On small patches, 
Lime^may ue applied by hand, but on large 
P^^hes a manure spreader may be used, if 
’• efihjugh manure or soil is put in the bottom 
of the spreader to keep the fine lime from 
sifting through. A special apron attached 
to the manure spreader will give very satis- 
% ‘^'NK^etory results. Inoculation wm not make 
up^fpr the lack of lime, nor will it take the 
place of manure or the preparation of the 
seed bed, because if the ground is sour or 
acid, there is no use trying to grow Alfalfa 
without adding the Lime first to neutralize 
the acidity of the soil. The authority for 
the above statement is Bulletin No. 40 of 
‘he Iowa Experiment Station of Ames, Iowa, 
and this Bulletin is free to anyone who 
writes there for it. 

ft. Will Alfalfa Roots Stop Up or Inter- 
fere with Drain Tile? 

A. No, you don't need to worry on that 
account, whatever, because I never did hear 
of Alfalfa roots interfering with the work- 
ings of a drain tile. The reason for this is 
that the Alfalfa roots go down into the soil 
until they reach water and when they reach 
soil that has some water in it, they will not 
go any deeper. The very fact that the 
g; ound is so wet that you have to put drain 
tile in it proves that the ground has plenty 
of moisture in it so that the Alfalfa roots 
will take the moisture directly from the soil 
instead of going into the drain tile after it. 
The only place that Alfalfa roots would both- 
er a drain tile any would be where the string 
of tiles from a low seepy place cross over a 
dry place. In this case, the roots might en- 
ter the tii. in order to take moisture from 
it, but it would be a very rare case where 
tile would cross a very dry place in order to 



cu*ain a low wet place; so you don’t need to 
worry about Alfalfa roots stopping up your 
drain tile. 

$8.00 Alfalfa Seed 

Ordinarily, we do not offer but one grade 
of seed, that to be the very highest fancy- 
grade obtainable. However, in buying big 
lots of seed, as we do, we very often nave to 
take a few sacks of second grade seed in or- 
der to get the rest. Ordinarily we dump 
this seed on some wholesaler for whatever it 
will bring, but we have a few sacks of it on 
hand now that is really too good to sacrifice. 

1 " is not first class, out on the other hand it 
is good value at a price of say $8.00 per 
bushel. The seed is a little off in color and 
contains some weed seed, but nothing dang- 
erous. 

The Time to Sow Turnip Seed 

Turnips are about the cheapest crop you 
can raise. You only have to use about one 
pound, or at the most two pounds, of seed 
per acre; scatter it on the ground and har- 
row it in and that is the end of it; no culti- 
vating and no bother. They generally make 
an enormous yield and are mighty good feed 
either for people or live stock. 

We have taken lots of pains to have the 
very best turnip seed it is possible to grow. 
It is new crop, high germination and pure 
strain. 

Prices Postpaid Pkt. Oz. ^lb. 

Amber Globe — Yellow fleshed.. 05c 10c 20c 

Cowhorn — Stock turnip 05c 10c 20c 

Purple Top Strap Leaf — Stand- 
ard late 05c 10c 20c 

Purple Top Globe — Similar, 

but globe shaped 05c 10c 20c 

White Globe — Good late variety 05c 10c 20c 

Remember, these prices include prepay- 
ment of postage. The seed will be deliver- 
ed to your door postpaid. Write for prices 
on larger lots. 

The Alfalfa Seed Situation 

The wholesale market on alfalfa seed has 
been strong all spring and during the last 
two weeks has advanced $1.00 per 100 lbs. 
with a prospect for further advances right 
along as the seeding demand increases. 

We foresaw these conditions last spring 
anu put all our surplus money into alfalfa 
seed. We were buying seed all spring 
wherever we count get it of high quality and 
purity. The supply of the kind of seed we 
want is never large and we hunted the Unit- 
ed States over to get all we could of first- 
class seed and we managed to accumulate 
about 1,000 bags, or say, 2,500 bushels. I 
think very likely this is the largest lot of 
first-class alfalfa seed held by anyone in the 
United States at this time. It is Kansas, Ne- 
braska, South Dakota and Montana seed, all 
of very high color and almost perfect purity. 
It is new crop, dryland grown and just the 
kind of alfalfa you would want. 
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Field’s Seed Souse for August 



What the Customers Say 



The Grimm is Sure Hardy 

“Dear Sir: The 100 lbs. of Grimm Al- 

falfa seed I got from you in April, 1915, 
was sure good seed. I sowed less than 5 
lbs. to the acre and got a splendid stand, 
too thick in most places for the seed. It 
"was also subjected to a severe test, as re- 
gards frost resistance, the month of May 
was the coldest we have had for years, the 
thermometer dropping a coupie of nights 
to 20 and one night to 18. It practically 
ruined the first cutting of alfcifa but my 
Grimm came through it all without scarce- 
ly turning a leaf.” 

— Marcus Petersen, Nucla, Colo. 

Good Seed in South Dakota 

“Enclosed find order for some Alfalfa 
seed. This is my first order for Alfalfa 
seed from you, but a short crop of seed 
here last year makes it necessary for me 
to order, ^and knowing the quality of your 
seed, don’t care to take chances some 
where else. Sent a mail order to another 
seed house, and got a splendid stand of 
Foxtail and some Alfalfa. Three years 
ago you sent me a package of Alfa, fa 
seed, and I planted it (or my wife did), 
in a row in the garden. When we made 
garden I got 3 pounds of nice clean seed off 
the row 3 y 2 rods long. At this rate it 
would produce the way I plan' it in rows 
30 inchs apart, to cultivate, 13 bushels of 
seed per acre. There was 15 lbs. of hay, 
and 3 lbs. of seed in all, the san e year 
it was planted from one small pa «rage. 

— F. I*. Sacre, Interior, S. Dak. 

A Fine Stand 

“The Alfalfa I sowed last spring from 
you made an excellent stand. Some hay. 
We simply had no near competitor on gar- 
den. Seed from Henry Field, and a com- 
bination garden plow and drill makes a 
great team.” 

— A. D. Cowan, Bloomington, 111. 

Another Bug Cure 

“Dear Sir: The tobacco dust and Su- 

dan seed arrived all O. K. and the seed is 
up about 2 inches high and* it looks fine. 
Well, .1 have discovered an old but very 
good bug killer, and have finally got them 
going both ways, l use the tobacco dust 
good and plenty and I have 150 little 
chickens about 10 days old. I fasten some 
of the hens at both ends of the garden and 
the little chickens just run up and down 
the rows all the time from one enu to the 
other and early in the morning I tell you 
it makes it pretty lively for the bugs. 
This is the very best and surest way I have 
ever tried and is very cheap.” 

— B. F. Emery, Thayer, Iowa. 



Lots of Strawberries 

“Dear Sir: The strawberry plants I 

got from you are doing fine and also the 
other seeds. In a week or so, I will send 
you a photo of my Pack yard which is 
30x30 feet and all is going fine. 

When I got the berry plants, my neigh- 
bors told me that all the berries I would 
get this year I could put ir my eye and 
close it, but they got stung, tor now I have 
berries — lots of them. Yours truly,” 

— John Base, 3169 W. 31 st, Cleveland, 

Seed the First Year 



“I want to tell you what we did with 
the one pound of Grimm Alfalfa we got 
of you last Spring. I sowed it with the 
garden seeder in rows 30 inches apart in 
June and in September cut it, put it on a 
hay rack and took it to a neighbor’s that 
was threshing and got ^0 pounds of fine 
seed. I think that was going some all in 
three months.” 

— W. A. Clark. Bixby, S. Dak. 

Does Well In California 

“Dear Henry: I am getting the same 

craziness as you have, Henry — Alfalfa and 
hogs. I have a small bunch of pigs and am 
going to raise some this summer. Will let 
you know how I come out. I have about 
ten acres of Alfalfa which sure does fine, 
and will sow some more this Spring so I 
will want some good seed and I know you 
have it, as I got some from you a couple 
of years ago. I also got some Sweet Clov- 
er, Land Sake, that’s awful stuff, grows 
too rank and wild here. I suppose it will 
come all over the ranch this year as it 
was not pastured much last year and lots 
of it went to seed. Am going to try some 
other kind of Clover this year. Will also 
try some Milo Maize. Have heard a lot 
about it but have never seen any but I am 
like you, will try anything once.” 

— Geo. Cannon, Caliento, Calif. 

Five Feet High In Arkansas 

“Dear Sir: The Alfalfa seed you sent 

me ($5.00) worth, several years ago, was 
so clean and strong, that not having suit- 
able place for it all at once, I kept plant- 
ing it at different times for three years 
and the very last seeds, put in dry dust, 
and in hot dry weather, popped up in three 
or four days and grew green, bright and 
beautiful. I consider it one of the most 
beautiful plants on earth and hardy. 
Though this is not a limestone but a gran- 
ite country, it is trying to be suited here. 

— L. H. Morphew, Milton, Ark. 
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Wholesale Net Prices For August, 1917 

Good to Aug. 20, 1917. (Subject to stock unsold) ‘ ^ * 

t 

On Clover, Alfalfa, and Other Grass and Field Seeds -Which Fluctuate in Price^ 

Address All Orders to Henry Field Seed Co., Shenandoah, Iowa . 

1 % §Ovt 

These prices will only hold good till Aug. 20, 1917, and subject to stock being 
unsold. If you do not get your order made before that date write in for latest prices, 
as promptly on that date we will start filling orders at the prevailing prices, which 
will most certainly be higher on some items, and especially on the alfalfas. ^ 

The market is in such an unsettled condition that we can’t guarantee any prices 
to hold good more than a few days as stocks are coming and going and changing 
hands so rapidly. Today we have fair stocks on hand, but in a few days we may be 
clear out of some items and unable to get more at any price. Prices are advancing 
steadily, so better order at once. HENRY FIELD SEED CO. 




Clover (60. lbs. per bu) Per bu, 

Medium or Common Red $13 00 

Mammoth Red . 13 50 

Alsike 13 50 

White ... ...Per lb. 60c 

Timothy (45 lbs. per bu. ) 

Home grown 3 60 

Alfalfa (60 lbs. per bu. ) All n on-irrigated. Per lb. 

Kansas-Nebraska 20 

Dakota grown 23 

Montana grown 24 

Grimm type (Dakota or Colorado grown) 50 

Baltic (Dakota grown) ^ _ 50 

Sweet Clover (60 lbs. per bu) Per lb. 

White Biennial (Hulled and Scarified) 23 

“ “ (Unhulled) 12 

Yellow “ (Hulled and Scarified 20 

Orchard Grass .20 

Brome Grass 15 

Bermuda Grass 50 

Grass Seed Mixtures p er 

Permanent Meadow Mix .13 

Permanent Pasture Mix ... .13 

Lowland Pasture Mix 13 

Quick Action Hog Pasture 06 

Lawn Grass Mixture 25 

Timothy Alsike Mixture .09 

Timothy-Red Clover Mixture. 10 

Timothy-Mammoth Clover Mixture 10 

Blue Grass (j 4 lbs. per bu.) Per lb. 

Kentucky. 16 

English 16 



Sudan Grass 35 

Rape Imported, 15 

Kaffir Corn (S6 lbs. per bu . ) Per bu. 

White, for fodder $3 50 

Fodder Cane (so lbs. per bu.) $4 50 

Feterita (56 lbs. per bu.) 4 00 

Millet (SO lbs. per bu.) Per bu. 

Fodder 2 75 

Buckwheat ... 3 00 

Winter Rye 3 00 

Stock Peas and Beans (60 lbs. per bu. ) Per bu. 

Cow Peas, Mixed $3 00 

Soy Beans, black.. 3 00 

High Grade Sorghums, Kaffirs, Etc. Per lb 

White Kaffir (Pedigreed) 10 

Feterita 10 

Broom Corn, Evergreen 

Dwarf 10 

Milo Maize. Dwarf. 10 

Shallu 10 

Turnip Seed 

Standard Varieties, per lb. .... . 75c 

White Navy Beans .Per lb. 23c 

T obacco Dust per lb. 1 Oc. 1 2 lbs. for $ 1 .00 

Timothy and Clover Mixed (45 lbs. per bu . ) 

Timothy- Alsike Mixture 4 05 

Timothy-Red Clover Mixture 4 50 

Timothy Mammoth Clover Mixture 4 50 



These Are Wholesale Prices Good for amounts of 10 pounds or over of a kind. 

— 24 — — Add 2c per lb. for amounts of 5 to 10 pounds. 

Add 5c per lb. for amounts below 5 pounds. 



